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TO a large and honourable clafs 
of the comnnunity, to perfons 
confiderablein repucationj important 
by their condition in life» and com- 
mendable for the decency of their 
general conduct, thefe flight hints 
iir^ refpe(5lfully addrefled. They 
are not intended as a fatire upon 
B vice. 
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vice, or a ridicule upon foHy, being 
written neither for the foolifli nor the 
viciou*. The fuiagf 61 i« t99 r^K)U5 
: for ridicules and thofe to whom it is 
addrefled ar(t tpo ccfpedlable for 
•fatire. It is recommended to the 

the higher ranks in life, are naturally 
regardfil ^k p«tsrWx \x$ wh^h tjic 
njaijnejrs gf tbtc ifejft Qf th? woirld are 
to be fajhiojixedft 

The mafs of mankind, in mod 
places, and in moft conditi^ons of 
life,, is perhaps, chiefly cpmpofcd of 
what may be termed gocd kind of 

people i 
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people ; for p«r Amis of very fkgiti6ti^ 
vrickediUffl aM ttlmoft sis fafe ft^ 
thofe of very eminent pi**^: ttt 
the latter of thcfe^ admonition were 
impertinent j^ to the former it \ferc 
fu|)erfiiK>us^ Thefe r^marlcs, there* 
for^9 are pfiiidp«l)f wrior^||% a 
view ta tbofe perfoM of raftfe acid 
fdirciine who live #ithiA ehft feftraintS 
of moral obligation^ and acknow** 
ledge the truth 6( th« Ch^iftfW feti^ 
gion i and Who5 if in terCaifi inftdncei 
they ^Itow iSiemfrlves in praffticei 
no( compatible with a ftrift pro- 
it&ati of Chrtftianiry, feem to d43» ie 
rather from ba&it and want of re* 
B 2 fledion, 
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fiedion^ than either from difbelief 
of its doftrinesj or contempt of its 
precepts. 

Inconfideration, Fafliion, and the 
Worlds are three confederates againft 
Virtue, with ivhom even good kind 
of people often contrive to live on 
excellent terms: and the fair repu- 
tation which may be obtained by a 
complaifant conformity to the pre- 
vailing pradkice, and by mere de- 
corum of manners^ without a flritH: 
attention to religious principle^ is a 
eonftant fource of danger to the rich 
and great. There is fomcthing al- 

moft 
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moft irrefiftibly fcducing in the con- 
tagion of general example : hence 
the neceflity of that vigilance, which 
it is the bufincfs of Chriftianity to 
quicken by inccflant admonFtion, 
and of the world, to lay aflecjpi: by 
the perpetual opiates of eafe and 
pleafure. 

A fair reputation is one of the 
moft laudable objefts of human am- 
bition; yet even this really valuable 
bleffing is fometimes converted into 
a fnare, by inducing a treacheroi)i» 
fecurity as foon as it is obtained, 
A fatal indolence is apt to creep \n 
B 3 iipon 
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wpon the foul when it has once 
acquired the good opinion of man* 
kind> if the ^cqniGtion of that good 
Qpinion va$ the ultimate end of its 
endeavours. Purfuit is at an end 
when the objcft is in pofleflioq ; for 
h? is not likely to " preft forward" 
who thinks he has already ** at- 
** tained." The love of worldly 
reputation^ and the deGre of God*s 
favour, have this fpecific difference, 
that in the latter, the poflcffion al- 
ways augments the deGre ; and the 
fpixitual mind accounts nothing done 
whik any thing remains undone. 

But 
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But after ill, a faif fanftc, and the 
fupport of nittttbersvis bbvioufly a 
deceitful dcpcndftttdii; ioTttiiftxf 
individual mUft die for himftlf^ 
and anfwer for himfelf, berth Ihefi* 
irxraginary refourcrs will fail, juit at 
the moment when thej could haVd 
been of any ufc. " A good reputa- 
tion, even without internal pifety, 
would be worth obtaining^ if the 
tribunal of heaven were fifhl6fttd 
after the manner of htinrtah courts 
of judicature. If at the gc^neral 
judgment we were to bd tfxti b^ a 
jury of our fellow mortals, it would 
be but commcm pftidlefifctf td fecurc 
B 4 their 
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their favour at any price. But it can 
now ftand us in little Head in the 
great day of decifion^ as it is the 
confumoiation of infinite goodnefs 
not CO abandon us to the mercy of 
each other's fentence ; but to referve 
us for bis finafjudgment who knows 
every motive of every adtion ; who 
will make ftri£l inquifition into fin- 
cerity of beart^ and uprightnefs of 
intention : in whofe eyes an ineffec- 
tual prayer, or a powerlcfs wifh, will 
outweigh the mod fplcndid profcf- 
fion^ or the moft dazzling adion. 

We cannot but rejoice in every 

degree 



Manners of ibi Great. 9 

degree of human virtue which ope- 
rates favourably on fociety, whatever 
be the motive, or whoever be the 
ador i and we (hould gladly com- 
mend every degree of goodncfs, 
though it be not fquared by our 
own rules and notions. Even the 
good aftions of fuch pe'rfons as arc 
too much actuated by a regard to 
appearances, are not without their 
beneficial effefts* The righteoufnefs 
of thofe who occupy this middle re- 
gion of morality certainly exceeds 
the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and 
Pharifees; for they arc not only 
exafl in ceremonials, but in many 

rcfpeds 
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rcfpcdls fulfil the weightier mattcfB 
of law and confcience. LikeHerodj 
they oftea " hear gladly^ and do 
*^ many things/* Yet I am afraid I 
(hall be thought fevcre in remarking 
that> in generalj thofe charaders in 
the New TeftamenCj of whofc future 
condition no very comfortable hope 
is given^ feem to have been taken> 
not from. the profligate, the aban- 
doned> and the dilhonourable s but 
from that decent clafs commonly 
defcribed by the xcrm^of good fori of 
fcpple; that mixed kind of charac- 
ter in which virtue appears^ if it does 
not predonainate. The young Rl^ler 
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was certainly one of the firft of this 
order ; ^nd yet wc arc left in dark 
uncertainty as to his final allotmen^. 
The rich man who built him barns 
and ftorehoufca* and only propofcd 
to himfelf the full enjoyment of that 
fortune, which, perhaps, he had 
very fairly obtained, might have 
been, for all that appears to the con- 
trary, a very good fort of man ; at 
IcafV,. if wc may judge of him by 
multitudes who live precifcly for the 
fame purpofo?, and yet enjoy a good 
degree of credit, and arc rather con- 
fidered as objcfts of admiration than 
of ccnfure, 

3 But 
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But the molt alarming inft^nce is 
that of the fplcndid, and not illi* 
beral cpicurej who was clothed in 
,purple and fine linen, and fared 
fua3pcuQiiiD[f >very day. He ccmi- 
mittc4|pi enormities that have been 
tranrmltted^ to us; for that he 
dined well and dreiTed well, could 
hardly incur the bitter penalty of eter- 
nal mifery. That his expences were 
fuitable to his ilation, and his fpkn- 
dour proportioned to his opulence, 
does not exhibit any objcftion to 
his charader. Nor does he appear 
to have refufed the crumbs which 
Lazarus folicited; on the concrary> it 

is 
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i^ probable that the reputation of 
his bouRty drew the needy petitioner 
to his gate. Here is magnificence 
which is uncenfurable^ aod here is'^ 
bounty which is meritorious. And 
yet this man, on an i(i|bipnty 
which we arc not permitted to qucf- 
tion, is rcprefentedj in a future ftate, 
as lifting up bis eyes^ being in torments. 
His punilhment fecms to have been 
the confequence of an irreligious, 
worldly fpirit, a heart corrupted by 
the foftnefles and delights of life. It 
was not becaufe he was rich, but 
becaufe he trufted in riches ; it was 
not chat be was uncharitable^ but 

that 
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that his charity wanted the principle 
which alone could ftnftjfy it. Hts 
yien^ terminated here; this world's 
good, and this world's applatifc, 
were the motives and the end of his 
aftion^ He forgot God; he was 
deftftnte^ piety; and the abfence 
of this great and firft principle of 
human adions, rendered his fhin- 
ing deeds, howeyer they might be 
admired among men, of no Valuta* 
in the fight of God. 

Thc;rc is oa error more common, 
or more dasgerortis, than the notion 
that aa usnreftrained indulgence of 

appetite 
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aippetite is geaerally attended with a 
JUberaJ,humanc,,and merciful temper. 
Nor is there any opimon more falfe 
dnd morie fatal^ or whichdemaods to 
be more fteadily controverted, than 
thait; UbeTtimfm andgood-natiu^are 
naturat and neceflairy aflToctaEies* For 
^ter all that corrupt poets, and 
more trornipt pfallofopherSj, have 
told u$.of the blftfidiibmcius oi^. plea- 
fare, and of us tendency to foftej? 
the. t.cmperj^ and humanize the affecf 
tions^^ iti% certain, thai; nckthkig 
hardensi the heart like excei&vc a»d 
unbouodeid luxury; and be v&xk re- 
fufcs. the fewcft gratifications, to his 

own 
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own voluptuoufnefsj will generally 
be found the lead fufceptible of 
tcndcrnefs for the wants of others. 
The cruelties at Rome bore an cxa& 
proportion to the diffolutenefs at 
Caprese. And it is not lefs notorw 
ous, that the Imperial fiddler became 
more barbarous, as he grew more 
profligate. Profperity, fays the 
Arabian proverb, fills the heart till 
it makes it hard j and the moft 
dangerous pits and fnarcs for human 
virtue are thofe, which are fo co- 
vered over with the flowers of prof-- 
perous fortune, that it requires a 

cautious 
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-cautious foot» and a vigitant Vjt^ 

to cfcape them. 

Even Ananias and Saphira were, 
1 doubt nor, wcH rfbeenied in fo- 
cittjTf for it was enough to cftafcKlh 
a vety cotiMcrabk reputation to 
itVi even part of their poAefltona fofr 
religious purpofes; but what an 
alarm does it found to hypocrify, 
that, rnftead of being rewarded for 
what they brought, th^ were ptr- 
nrllied for what they kept baek! 
And it is to be feared, tbat this de- 
ceitful pair are not the oaly mt^ 
upon^w&omagood ^ion^ without 
C a pure 
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a pure intention, has drawn dawn* 
righteous retribution 

.For though outward aftions are 
the fureft, and to human eyes the 
4>n\Y evidences of finccrity, yet 
Chriftianity is a religion of nr^/ix^fr 
«nd principles. The Gofpel is con- 
.tinually referring to the heart, as the 
fburce of good j it is to the poor in 
Jpiriiy to.the pdrc in heart, that the 
divine bleflfing is annexed. A man 
may correA.many hnproper prac- 
tices, and refrain from many im- 
.moral aiStions^ from merely human 
.imotivesi bul^ though this partial 

amead* 
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''Amendment is not without its ufe$, 
yet this is- only attacking fympioms, 
and negle6Hng the mortal difeafc. 
But to fubduie a worldly temper, to 
'Control irregular dcfires, andtohave 
•a clean heart, is to extinguilh the 
^fouly and fpitit, and effencc of fin. 
'TotHly to ac€$mplijh thiSi is, per- 
haps, beyond the ivarrow linnits of 
-human perfeftion : but to attempt 
it (with an humble reliance on fupe- 
rior aid)j is fo far from being an ex- 
i travagant or romantic flight of virtue, 
that it-is^but the common duty of 
every ordinary Chriflian. And thi^ 
perfeftion is not the Icfs real, becaufc 
C i k 



KOEO fbougbts an tht . 

ic is a point which fecms conftantty 
'to recede from our approaches. 
Our highed accainments^ inftead of 
•bringing u$^ to the nrwrk/' orify 
teach us to remove the mark to a 
greater diftance, by giving os more 
humbling views of ourfelves, and 
mwpffc exalted eoMfptions of the 
ftat^ ^hich we are labouring after. 
Though the progrcfe towards per- 
fedion n>ay beperpetoal in this worlds 
the a£i:ual attainment is refcrved for 
a better. And this reftleis defire of a 
happinefs which we cannot reach^ 
and this livfely idea of a perfeAion 
wbicli we cannot attain^ are among 

the 



Manners of 4be Gr^at. 21 

Ae many arguments for a future 
date, which fcem to come little fhort 
of abfolute demonilration. . 

But I muft remember,, tkat this is 
not a fermofl,. but a mere fuper£ciat 
eiTay. I am neither an old man, Sk^ 
clergyman, nor a methodift, fo that." 
it is at kafl: p»JibU that I may be 
neirficr a6tttated by morofeneis, fclf- 
intcreft, nor enthufiafka. I live 
much in the worJd^ aod have ^ 
much fatlsfaftion in its iawAU plea* 
fures, and permitted ihdulgencics, 
as other men. I endeavour to cul- 
tivate the grcatefl: candour for the 
C 3 opinions, 
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opinions, and affeftion for the pcr- 
fons of all my fellow-creatures. I 
am charmed with humanity, gcnc- 
rofity, and integrity, even in worldly 
men. But one virtue muft not in* 
trench upon another; Charity muft 
not fupplanr faith. If a man be 
generous, good-natured, and hu- 
mane, it is impoflrble not to fed 
for him the tcndernefs of a brother 5 
but if, at the fame time, he be irre- 
ligious, intemperate, or profenc, 
who fhall dare to fay he is in a fafc 
ftate ? Good humour, and generous 
fentiments, will always make a man 
a pleafant acquaintance 5 but who 

(hall 
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fliall lower the do£l:rincs of the Gof- 
pel, to accommodate them to the 
condudl of men ? Who (hall bend a- 
ftrait rule, to favour a crooked prac- 
tice ? Who Ihall controvert that 
authority which has faid, that without 
bolinefs, no manjhall fee the Lord?' 

May I venture to bea Uttle para- 
doxical; and while fo many grave 
pcrfons arc defcanting on the miP 
chiefs of vice, may^ I be permitted 
to fay a word on the mifchicfs of 
virtue; or, rather, of that Ihining 
counterfeit, which, while it wants 
ihe fpccific gravity^ has much of the 
C 4, bright^ 
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brightoefs of fterling worth? Nc* 
ver> perhaps, did any age produce 
jxiore beautiful declamations in praifc 
of virtue than the prefcntj never 
were more polifhed periods round- 
ed in honour of humanity. Aa 
ancient Pagan would imagine that 
Aftrea had returned to take up her 
abode in our metropolis^ a primi- 
tive Cbriftian would conclude, that 
'* righteoufnefs and peace had there 
** met together/' But bow would 
they be furprifcd to find that the ob- 
ligation to thefe duties was not aU 
ways thought binding on their dor^ 
quent encomi^fts ! that univerfal be 4 
.■ . nevolcnce 
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nevolence may fubfift with partial 
injuftice, and bonndlcfs liberality 
with fordid felfiflinefs ! that one 
may fecm eager in redrelling the 
injuries of half the globe, without 
defcending to the petty detail of 
private virtues ; and burn with zeal 
for the good of millions one never 
favv, and yet fpread vice and ruin 
through the little circle of one's own 
pcrfontil influence ! 

When the general texture of 

an irregiilar life is fpafigled ove^r 

with fome conftitutional pleafing 

qualities j when -gaiety, ^ood hn* 

•' mour. 
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mour, and athougbtlefs profiifion of 
expence, throw a luftre round the 
faultieft charafters, it is no wonder 
that connmon obfcrvcrs are blinded 
into adn^iration ; a profufc gcne- 
rofity dazzles them more than all 
the duties of the decalogue. But 
though -it nnay he a very ufcful 
quality towards fecuring the elec-^ 
tion of a borough, it will contribute 
but little towards making fare the 
calling and eleflion to the kingdom, 
of heaven. It is fomewhat ftrange 
that extravagance Ihould be the 
great criterion of goodnefs with thofe 
very peo£k who are. thcmfclvcs the 

viftims.. 
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viftims to this idol ; for the prodU 
gal pays no debts if he can help it: 
and it is notorious, that in one of 
the wittiefl: and nioft popular come-* 
dies which' this couiitry has ever 
produced, thofc very paflagcs which 
exalt liberality at the expence of 
juftice, were nightly applauddi with 
cnthufiaftic rapture by thofe deluded 
tradefmeni whom, perhaps, that very 
fentiment helped to keep out ot: 
their moaey. 

But there is another fort of fafhion^ 

able chari6ler, whofe falfe bright- 

nefs is ftillmfare pernifcioils, by caft- 

r ing 



iS "itbcH^ls on /St 

ing a fplendour over the moft de* 
flruftive vices. Corrupt manners, 
ruinous extravagance^ and the moft 
£ieal pallion for plajr^ are fometimes 
gilded over with many engaging 
iS&s of charity^ sad a general attea* 
fkm and refped: to the ceremonials^ 
of Chriftianity. But this is degrade 
ing the venerable image and fuper? 
fcription of religion, by ftamping^ 
theoi on baler metal than they were 
ever intended to imprcfs. The young 
and gay flielter themfclves under 
fuch examples;^ and fcruple the lefs 
to adopt the bad parts of fuch mixed 
cbarafters, when they fee that an 

immoral 
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timcnor^l condud is fo compatible 
with a religious profefllofi* 

But I digrefs from my intention j 
for it is not the purppfc o{ this ad- 
drefs to take notice of any adions 
which the common coiifent of snaa- 
4cind has determined to t^ wrong : 
but of fuch chiefly as are pradifed 
by the faber^ the decent, and th« 
regular^ and to drop a few hints 
on fuch lefs obvious oSences as are^ 
in general, 

.Safe from the bac, the pulpit, and the throne. 
Nor wiU the bounds wbi^h I have 
prefcribed myfclf allow of my wan- 
dering 
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dcring into a wide and general fielfl 
of obfcrvation. • ^ 



The idea of the prefcnt flight 
pcrforniancc was fugg^fted by read- 
ing the King's late excellent procla- 
mation againft irrcligion and immo- 
rality. Under the (hcltcr of fo higfi 
a fanftion, it may not be unfeafon- 
ablc to prefs on the hearts of the 
ijctter difpofcd, rfuch obfervanccs as 
"fcem to be generally overlooked, 
and to remark fuch offences as com- 
monly elude cenfure, becaufe they 
^re not cornmonly thought cenfur- 
•aWe. 

k 
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It is obvious to all ferious pef- 
j(6n$^ that that branch of the divine 
lavjr, againft which the better kind 
of people trefpafs -with the leaft 
fcruple,;is the fourth commandmentt 
Many who would fhudder at tht 
violation of the other nine^ feem 
without ceremony to expunge this 
from the divine code j but by what 
authority they<lo this, has never been 
explained. The Chriftian legiflator 
does not feem to have, abridged the 
commandments^ I and there is no 
fubfequent authority fo much as 
;pretended to by Proteftants. 
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Ic is not here intended to take 
notice c^ fuch flagrant offences as 
He open to the cognizance of higher 
tribunals; or to pollute this paper 
^ith delcanting on thelK>lder8 of 
card affennblies on Sundays;- the fre- 
quenters of taverns and ganntng 
houfes> the printers of Sunday news- 
papers ; the proprietors of Sanday 
ftage coach«; and others who opert* 
\j ifyfol t the hws of the land ; hiW's 
^hich win alwa^ be held finrred by 
good citizens, even were not the law 

*of T3od antecedmt to thcnrr. 

... . ,. . > ^ 

Many of the order whom I here 
3 addrefs 
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•ddrefs are perfons of the tendereft 
Ijumanitjr, and not only wifh well 
to the interefts of virtue, but arc 
favourably difpofed to advance the 
eaufe of religion ; nay, would be 
extremely ftartled at not being 
thought finoercly religious : yet 
from inconfideration, want of time, 
want of feif-examination, want of 
fufpefting the deceitfulnefs of the 
human heart, fometimes allow them* 
felvefi in inattentions and negligences 
which materially affeft their own 
fafety, and the comfort of others.*-- 
While an animated fpirit of charity 
fipems to be kindled among us: 
D while 
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while there is a general difpolition 
to inftruft the ignorant, and to re- 
forni the vicious ; one cannot help 
regretting that thefc amiable exer- 
tions ihould be countera6ted» in 
Tome degree, by praftices of a di- 
redtly oppofuc tendency ; trifling Hi 
their appearancej but ferious in their 
cfiefta. 

There are ft ill among us ptitf 
domeftic evils^ which feem too iti^ 
conflderable to claim redrefs. There 
is an aggrieved body of men in our 
very capital^ whofe fpiritual hard- 
ihips feem fcarcely to have been 

^akea 



Manners of the GreaU 35 

taken into confideration, I mean the 

Hair Dressers, on whom 

The Sunday Ihincsi no day of rieft to ttiem. 

Is there not a peculiar degree of * 
tinkindnefs in exercifing fuch cruelty 
on the fouls of men, whofe whole 
lives are employed in embellifhing 
our perfons ? And is it quite con- 
ceiVable how a lady's confciencc is 
able to make fuch nice diftiii^tions, 
that fhe would be fliocked at the 
idea of fending for her mantua- 
maker or milliner, her carpenter or ' 
mafori, on a Sunday, while (he makes 
no fcruple regularly to employ a 
hair- dreflcr f 

Da Is 
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Is it not almoft ridiculous to 6b- 
fcrve the zeal we have for doing 
good ^t a diftance, while we neglefl: 
the little, obvious, every-day, do- 
mcftic duties, which (hould feem 
to folicit our immediate attention ? 
But an aftion ever fo right and 
meritorious, which is only to be 
periodically performed, at diftaiit 
intervalsj is lefs burthenfome to cor« 
rupc iiaturcj than an undeviating 
attention to fuch fmall, conftant. 
Tight habits as are hoftile to our 
natural indolence^ and would be 
perpetually vexing and difturbing 
our fclf-love. The weak heart in- 
dulges 
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dulges its infirmity, by allowing 
icfelf intermediate omiflions, and 
habitual neglefts of duty; repofing 
icfelf for fafety, on regular* but 
remote returns of ftated perform- 
ances. It is lefs trouble to fubfcribe 
to the propagation of the Gbfpel in 
foreign parts, than to have daily 
prayers in our own families : and I 
am perfuaded that there are multi- 
tudes of well-meaning people who 
would gladly contribute to a miffion 
of Chriftianity to Japan or Otaheite, 
to whom it never occurred that the 
hair-dreflcr, whom they are every 
Sunday detaining from church, has 
D 3 a foul 
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a foul to be faved ; that the law of 
the land co-operates with the law of 
God, to forbid their employing 
hinn ; and that they have no right, 
either legal or moral, to this portion 
of his tinie. The poor man him- 
felf, perhaps, dares not remonftrate, 
for fear he ihould be deprived of 
his employment for the reft of the 
week. If there were no other ob- 
jeflion to a pleafurable Sunday 
among the great and affluent, me* 
thinks this fingle one might operate: 
would not a devout heart be unwil- 
ling to rob a fellow- creature of hi& 

lime 
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rime for devotion, or a humane one 
of his hour of reft ? 

It IS ftrange that there fhould be 
fo little confiflency in human con- 
du6t, that the fame perfons (hould 
gladly contribute to fpread the light 
of Chriftianity in another hcmi- 
fphere; while, by their examplcj 
they aftually obftrudt the progrefa 
of it at home. But it is> I doubt 
not, much oftener owing to the im- 
perceptible influence of cuftom and 
habit, than to a decided ill inten* 
tion. Befides, it may be in morals 
as it is in optics, the eye and the 
D 4 ob- 
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objetH: may come too clo/e to cacfi 
other, to anfwer the end of vifion. 
There are certain faults which prcfs 
.too near our felf-love to be even 
perceptible to us. 

There is an evil newly crept into 
polifhed fociety, and it comes under 
a malk fo fpecious^ that they are 
chiefly good fort of people who arc 
allured by it « I mean Sunday 
Concerts. Many who would be 
ftartled at a prophane, or even an 
idle amufement, think that the name 
oi Jacred mufic fanftifies the diver- 
lion. But if thofe who live in eafe 

and 
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and affluence do not make thcfe 
petty renunciations of their own 
ways, and their own pleafure, what 
criterion have we by which to judge 
of their fincerity ? For as the good- 
nefs of Providence has exempted 
them from painful occupations, they 
have neither labour from which to 
reft, nor bufinefs from which to 
refrain. A little abftinencc from 
pleafure is the only evidence of 
their obedience to the divine pre- 
cept. 

I know with what indignant fcorn 
this remark will, by many, be re- 
ceived : 
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ccivcd : that much will be advanced 
in favour of the fanftity of this 
. amufement. I (liall be told that 
the words are, many of them, ex- 
trafted from the Bible, and that the 
compo^tion is the divine Handel's. 
But were the angel Gabriel the poev 
the archangel Michael the compofer, 
and the jfong of the Lamb the fub*^ 
jedty it would not abrogate that 
ftatute of the Moil High> which has 
ftid, "Thou ihalt keep holy the 
** Sabbath-day, and thy Servawt, 
" and thy Cattle, fhall do no man- 
** ncr of work." — I am perfuaded 
that the hallelujahs of heaven would 
I make 



Manners of the Great. 43 

make no moral mufic to the ear of 
a coftfcientious perfon, while he rc- 
fieAed that multitudes of fervants 
are waiting in the ftreet> expofed 
to every temptation ; engaged, per- 
haps> in prophane fwearing^ and 
idle, if not diflblute converfation : 
and the very cattle are deprived of 
that reft which the tender mercy of 
God was gracioufly pleafed, by an 
^oniihing condefcenlionj to include 
in i^ commandment. 

But I will, for the fake of argu* 
ment> fo far concede as to allow of 
the innocence, and even piety of 

Sunday 
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Sunday concerts: I will fuppofe 
(what, however^ does not always 
happen) that no unhallowed drains ^ 
are ever introduced; that fome at« 
tend thefe concerts with a view to- 
cultivatedevoutaffeftions; that they 
cherifh the ferious impreflions ex- 
cited by the mufic^ and retire in fuch 
a frame of fpirit as convinces them 
.that the heart was touched while the 
ear was gratified : Nay^ I would 
grant, if fuch a concefTion would be 
accepted, that the intervals were 
filled up with converfation, " where- 
" by one may edify another:'*— Yet 
all thefe good efre<5ts, allowing them 

really 
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really to have been produced, will 
not remove the invincible objcftion 
of an EVIL EXAMPLE ; and what 
liberal fpirit would refufe any rea- 
fonable facrifice of its own pleafurc 
to fo important a motive ? yourfer* 
vants have been accuftomed to con- 
fider a concert as a fecular diverfion 1 
if you, therefore, continue it on a 
Sunday, will not they alfo expeA to 
be indulged on that day with their 
common amufements ? Saint Paul, 
who was a very liberal thinker, be* 
'lievcd it prudent to make frequent 
facriHces gf things indifferent in 
themfelves. He wa$ willing to 

deny 



46 Thoughts en the 

deny himfelf a harmlefs and lawful 
gratification, even as long as the world 
Jiood, rather than fliock the tender 
confcicnces of men of lefs under- 
ftanding. Where a praft'rce is nei- 
ther good. nor evil in itfclf, it h 
both difcrdt^iitid generous to avoid 
it^ if it can be attended with arty 
poflibledariger to minds lefs enlight- 
enedi tMlt^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ confirmed. 



tmic 



Btxt rragion apart^ I have fome- 
times wondered that people do not 
yield to the temptation that is held 
out to themj of abftaining from di- 
vcrfions one day in fcvcn, upon 

motives 
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motives of mere human policy ; as 
voluptuaries fometimcs faft, to give 
a keener relifh to the delights of the 
next repaft. For pleafure, like an 
over-fed lamp, is extinguKhed by the 
excefs of its own aliment. But the 
lovers of pleafure Mfbcot always 
prudent, even upoQ ifiwc own prin- 
ciples I for I am perfuadcd that the 
world would afford muchinore real 
fatisfaftion than it doeijKjf we did 
not prefs, and torture, am ftrain it^ 
to yield what it does^ age. contain : 
Much goody and much pleafure, it 
does liberally beftow ; but no la- 
bouri or artj can cxtra£l from it that 

elixir 
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elixir of peace, that divine eflence 
of content^ which it is not in its 
nature to produce. There is good 
tiirft in fearching into every bleQlng 
fofr its bidikn properties ; but it is 
folly to raiuack and plunder it for 
fuch as the experience of all ages 
.tells us are /sreigu to it. We ex- 
l^gllfhe world of id^.pleafures^ and 
then l^me^ that it is empty ; we 
wring th^ pleafures to the very 
dregs^ za/t then complain that they 
werapi^. 

I fhall^ probably, be accufed of a 
very narrow and fanatical fpiritj in 

animad- 
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animadverting on a praftice fo little 
•fufpeftcd of harm as the frequenting 
of public walks and gardens on a 
Sunday : and, certainly, there am- 
not be an amufement niQWviehtircly 
harmlefs in itfelf. Bu|^|il muft cippeal 
to the honeft teftimo^ of our own 
hearts, if ih^r-^ffeS be favourable 
to ferioufncfs^^ Do we comtntWl^ 
retire from theft places Jwith the im-. 
prefiions which were mM^r on us at 
■churcl; in their full forCe ?* We en- 
tered thefe fprightly fcencs, perhaps, 
with a ftrong remaining tin6ture of 
that devout fpirit which the public 
worfliip had infufed into the mind. 
E But 



50 T'boughts on the 

But have we not felt It gradually di- 
ininifli ? Have not our powers oF 
refiftance grown infenfibly weaker? 
The doftrines, which in the morn- 
ing appeared the fober diftates of 
reafon, now feem unreafonably ri- 
gid j and truths, which were then 
thought incontrovertible, now appear 
impertinent. To anfwer arguments 
is ntiuch eafier than to withftand al- 
lurement. The underftanding may 
. controvert a ftartling propofition with 
lefs difficulty than the Aiding heart 
can refill the infcftion of feducing 
gaiety. To oppofe a cold and fpe- 
culative faith to the illufion of pre* 

Tent 



Manners dftbe Gredt. 51 

:fent pleafure, is to fight with inade- 
quate weapons : k is rcfifting arms 
'with rules \ it is combating a tennpT- 
ation with an idea. Whereas, he 
who engages in the Chriftian war- 
fare, will find tha: his chief ftrength 
confifts in knowing that he is very- 
weak ; that to retreat from danger is 
his higheft glory, and to decline the 
combat his trueft courage. 



-o- 



Whatever indifpofes the mind for 
the duty of any particular fcafon, 
though it aflbmc ever fo innocent 
a form, cannot be perfe<5lly right. 
If the heart be laid open to the in- 
E 2 curfion 
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curfion of vain imaginations, and 
worldly thoughts, it matters little 
by what gate the enemy entered. 
If the efFcft be injurious, the caufe 
cannot be quite harmlefs. It is the 
perfidious property of certain plea- 
fures, that, though they feem not 
to have the fmallcft harm in them- 
felves they imperceptibly indifpofe 
the mind to every thing that is 
good. 

Many readers will be apt to pro- 
duce againft all this prccifcnefs, that 
Jiackneyed remark which one is tired 
:of hearing, that Sunday divcrfions 

are 
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are allowed publicly in many foreign 
countries, as well in thofe profefling 
the reformed religion, as popery. 
But the corruptions of one part of 
the Proteftant world are no reafon- 
able juftification of the evil praftices 
of another. Error and infirmity can 
never be proper objefts of imitation. 
It is ftill a- remnanc of the old lear 
ven : and as^to pleading the prafticc 
of Roman Catholic countries, one 
blufhes to hear an enlightened Pro- 
teftant juftifying himfclf by exam- 
ples drawn from that benighted 



religion. 



E 5 Befides, 



54 thoughts on this 

BcTidcs, though I am far from 
vindicating the amufements per- 
mitted on Sundays in foreign coun- 
tries, by allowing that cftablifhed 
cuflom, and long prefcription, have 
the privilege of conferring right : 
yet foreigners may, at Icaft, plead 
the fandion of cuftorn, and the con»* 
oivance of the law. While in this 
country, the law of the land, and 
cftabliflied ufage, concurring with 
ftill higher motives, give a fort of 
venerable fanftion to religious ob- 
fervances, the breach of which will 
be always more liable to mifcon- 
I ftruatea 
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ftruftion thio in countries where fo 
many motives do not concur. 

I am not an advocate for the 
feverity of a Jewifh, or the morofe- 
nefs of a puritanical Sabbadh- I am- 
like wife far from inferring that all 
thofe who negledt a drift obferva- 
tion of Suoday are remifs in the 
performance of their other duties ; 
but I will venture to afiirm, that all 
whom I have remarked confcien- 
tioufly to obferve this day from right 
motives, have been uniformly at- 
tentive to their general condudt. It 
has been the opinion of many wife 
£ 4 and 
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and good men, *^ that Chriilianity 
will (land, or fal], as this day is 

ne- 



* The teftimony of one lawyer will, perhaps, 
be lefs fufpe6ted than that of many priells. 
— ** I have ever found," fays the great Loid 
Chief Jultice Haley " by a ftrid and diligent 
•• obfervation, that a due obfervance of the 
•* duty of Sunday has ever had joined to it 
*« a blefling upon the reft of my time ; and 
** the week that has been fo begun lias bean 
*• blefled and profperous to me : and, on the 
" other fide, when I have been negligent of 
*' the duties of this day, the reft of the 
•* week has been unfuccefsful and unhappy 
<' to my own fecular employments. So that 
«* I could eafily make an eftimate of my fuc- 

** ceffcs 
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negle6led> or obferved. Sunday 
feems to be a kind of Chriftian 
Palladium i and the city of God 
will never be totally taken by the 
enemy till the obfcrvance of that be 
quite loft. Every fincer« foldier of 
the great Captain of our Salvation 
■muft, thprefore, exert himfclf in its 
defence,, as ever he would preferve 
the divine Fort of Revelation againfl: 

«* ccfles the week following, by the manner 
**ofmypaffing this day. And i do not 

" WRITE THIS LIGHTLY, BUT BY LONG 
•* AND SOUND EXPERIENCE." 

Sir Matthew Hale's Works* 
the 
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the confederated attacks of the world • 
and the Devil. 

I (hall proceed to enumerate a 
few of the many caufes which feem 
to impede well-difpofed people in 
the progrcfs of religion. None per- 
haps contributes more to -it than 
that coldj prudential cautioo againfl: 
the folly of aiming at ferfeSion^ fo 
frequent in the mouths of the world- 
ly wife. *' We muft take the world,** 
fay they, " as we find it \ reforma- 
" tion is not the bufincfs of indivi- 
** duals, and we arc commanded 
" not to be righteous overmuch. '* 

But 
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But thtTe admonitions arc contrary 
to every maxim in human affairs. 
In arts and letters '^'' the moft con- 
fummate models are held out to 
imitation. We never hear any body 
cautioned agalnft becoming too wife> - 
too learned, or too rich. ' Zeal, in 
hufi.nefs, is accounted commendable i 

* When Pliny the younger was accufed of 
defpilmg the degenerate eloquence of his 
own age, and of the vanity of afpiring at per- 
fedtiou in oratory, and of endeavouring to. 
become the rival of Cicero ; inflead of deny- 
ing the charge, he exclaimed witli a noble 
fpiiit, Stultissimum credo, ad imitandmn 
uon OPTIMA quaeque proponcre. 

in 
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in friendlhip it is amiable ; in am*^ 
bition it is laudable ; in all the 
perifhing concerns of earthly things 
it is extolled as exhibiting marks of 
afiprightly temper, and a vigorous 
mind. Strange ! that to be " fervent 
in fpirfijjrfhould only be diflionoura*- 
ble in that fingle inftance whieb fhould 
fccm to demand unremitting dili- 
gence, and unextinguifhed warmth.. 

But after all, is anexceflive and in* 
remperatc zeal the common vice of the 
times ? Is there any very imminent 
dangerthat the enthufiafmof the great 
fliould tranfport them to dangerous 
and inconvenient exceffes ? Arc our 

young 
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young men of fafhion fo very muck 
Jed away by the ardour of piety, that 
they require to have their imagina- 
tions cooled by the freezing maxr . 
ims of worldly wifdom ? Is, the 
Spirit of the age .fo very mtffii in- 
clined to catch and communicate 
the fire of devotion^ as to require 
;to be damped by admonition, or 
cxtinguifhed by ridicule ? When 
the inimitable Cervantes attacked 
the wild notions and romantic ideas 
which mifled the age in which he 
lived, he did wifely, becaufe he 
combated an aftually exifting evilj 
but in this latter end of the eigh- 

teenth 
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tecnth century, there fccms to 'ht 
little more occafion (among perfons 
of rank, I mean) of cautions againft 
enthufiafm than againft chivalry.; 
ilBMi he who declaims againft reli- 
giouS->cxcefles in the company of 
'wcll-brc^4)eople, fhews himfclf to 
be as little acqiwinted 'with thcf 
manners of the times, as he would 
do who ftiould think it a point of 
doty to write another Don Quixote* 

.. Among the devices dangerous to 
our moral fafety, certain favourite 
and fpecious maxims are not the 
leaft fuccefsful, as they carry with 

them 
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them an Impofing air of indulgent 
candour, and always leem to be on 
the popular fide of good-nature. 
One of the mofl: obvious of thefc 
is> that method of reconciling |j>l 
confcience to pradticcs not decjj^diy 
wicked, and yet not fcrii^uloufly 
right} by the qualifying ^\ir2St^that 
there is no barm in it. I am miftaken 
if more innocent perfons do not 
iaflame their fpiritual reckoning by 
this treacherous apology than hj 
irlmofl: any other mcaasw Few are 
fyftcmatically, or premeditatedly 
wicked j or propofc to themfclves, 
at Brfl, more than fuch fmall in- 
.dulgences as they are perfuaded 

have 
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have no harm in them. But this lati- 
tude is gradually and imperceptibly 
enlarged. :A« the expreffion is vague 
and indOfrminate i as the darkeft 
Ihedc of virtu6j and the lighteft 
fhade of vice, melt into no very in- 
>' congruckis colouring ; as the bounds 
- between good antf evil aite not al- 
ways fo precifely defined, but that 
he .wjkjp^ ventures to the confines of 
"^the one, will find himfelf on the 
borders of the other j every one 
^rnifhes his own definition ; every 
one extends the fuppofed limits a 
little farther i till the bounds which 
fence in pernoitted from unlawful 

pleafures 
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picafuresare gradually broken down, 
and the marks which feparatcd them 
imperceptibly deftroyed. W 

% . 

' It is, perhaps, one of trie moft% 
alarming fymptoms of the degene- 
racy of morals in die prefcrfday, 
that tlie diftinftioils of right and. 
wrong arc almoft fwept away in 
polite converfation. 'The ncio^ fe* ^ 
rious offences are often named ^ 
with cool indifference; the mofl 
fhameful profligacy with affcfted 
tendernefs and indulgent toleration. 
The fubftitution of the word gal- 
lantry for that crime which ftabs 
F domeflic 
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domeftic happinefs and conjugal vir- 
tue, is one of the moft dangcroiis of 
all the modern abufes of language. 
Atrocious deeds fhould never be 
c;illed by gentle aainc3> This raufl: 
certainly contribute, more tham 
any Aing, to dioiixiilh the horrw 
of vice in the lifing gpa^/^tioiu 
That our pafTions ihpuld be too of»t 
^'ten engaged on the fide of error, wc 
^■^ . |n,*y look for the caufe, tliough not 
FcjV the vindication, in the unrefifted 
propenfitie3 of our conftitution : but 
% that our reafon fhould ever be em» 
ployed in its favour, that our cqu* 
verjation fhould ever be taught to 

palliate 
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palliate it> that om judgment fhould 
ever look on it with indifFtrence, 
has no fiiadow of excufe : becaufe 
this can pretend to no foundation in 
nature, no apology in temptation, 
no palliative in paflion. 

However defeftive, therefore, our 
praftice niiay bcj however we may 
be allured by feddflion, or. precipi- 
tated by paOionj let us bewar% 
lowering the Standard of Right. 
This induces an imperceptible cor- 
ruption into the heart, ftagnates,the 
nobleft principle of aftion, irreco- 
verably debafes the fcnfe of moral and 
F a religious 
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religious obligation, and prevents us 
from living up to the height of our 
nature. It cuts off all communica- 
tion with virtue, and almoft prevents 
the poffibility of a return to it. If 
we do not rife as high as we aim, 
we Ihall rife the higher for having 
aimed at a loftier mark : but where 
the Rule is low, the praftice cannot 
^ feighi though the converfe of the 
propofition is not proportionably 
true. 



Nothing more benumbs the exer- 
tions of ardent youthful virtue, than 

the 
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llie cruel fneer which worldly pru- 
dence beftows on adtive goodnefs; 
and the cool derifion it exprcffes at 
the defeat of a benevolent fcheoic, 
of which malice, rather than pene- 
tration, had forefeen the failure, 
Alas ! there is little need of any 
fuch difcouragements. The world 
is a clinnate which too naturally chills 
a glowing generofity, and cootra<St^ 
an expanded heart. Th^g^?W , 
the nnofl: fanguine is but fMipt to 
cool, and the aftivity of the mofl: 
diligent, to flacken of itfelf : and 
•the difappointments which Benevo- 
lence encounters in the failure of ^ 
F 3 her 
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htv beft- concerted projefts, and the 
frequent depravity of the moft 
chofcn objcifts of her bounty, would 
foon dry up the aaiplcft ftreanis of 
charity, were they not fed by the 
living fountain of religious prin- 
ciple. 

I cannot difmifs this part of my 
fubjeft without animadverting on 
the too prompt alacrity, even of 
worthy people, to diflcminate, in 
public and general converfation, in- 
ftances of their unfuccefsful attempts 
to do good. I never bear a charity 
ftory begun to be related in mixed 

com- 
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company, that I do not tremble for 
the cataftrophe, left it fhould exhi- 
bit fome mortifying difappointmefnt, 
which may deter the inexperienced 
from running any generous hazards, 
and excite harfh fufpicions, at an 
age, when it is lefs dilhonourable to 
meet with a few cafual hurts, and 
transient injuries, than to go cafed 
in the cumberfome and impefietra-.4v 
blc armour of diftruft*. The ^liberal 
ihould be particularly cautioua how 
Aey furnifti the avaricious with cre- 
ditable prctencea^ for faving their 
money, as all the inftances of the 
mortification of the humane are 
F 4 added 



72 Thoughts on the 

added to the armory of the covetous 
man's arguments, and produced, as 
dcfenfivc weapons, upon every frclh 
attack on his heart or his purfe. 

But I am willing to hope that that 
uncharitablenefs which we fo often 
meet with in perfons of advanced 
years, rs not always the efFcdt of a 
heart, naturally hard. Mifanthropy 
is very often nothing but abufed 
fenfibility. Long habits of the 
world, and a melancholy conviftion 
how little good he has been able to 
do in it, harden many a tender- 
hearted perfon. The milk of hu- 
man 
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maiv kindnefs becomes foured by- 
repeated afts of ingratitude. This 
commonly induces an indifFerence 
to the well-being of others^ and a 
hopeleflhefs of adding to the (lock 
of human wrtue and human happi- 
nefs* This uncomfortable difeaf© 
is very fond of fpreading its own 
contagion^ which is a cruelty to the 
health of young and uninfcded 
virtue,— For this diftemper, gene- 
rated by a toa fanguin^ diipofition, 
and grown chronical from repeated 
difappointments, there is but one 
remedy, or rather one prevention:' 
and this is a genuine principle of 

piety^ 
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piety. He who is once conyinccd- 
that he is to aflift his fdlow-crea- 
tureS) bccaufe it is the will of God,, 
and one of the conditions of obtain- 
ing his favour, will foon get above 
all uneafmefs when the confequence 
does not anfwer his expeAation*- 
H^ will foon bcconne oaly anxious 
tO'do his dutf, humbly comnniittiiig 
tvwcs to. higher hands. Difap- 
pointments will then only frrve. tO' 
fefine his motives, and purify his 
virtue. His charity will then be- 
eonne a facrifice lefs unworthy of 
the altar on which it is offered- 
His afFcdionswiil be more fpirituaN 

izcd. 
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izcd, and his devotions more intcnfe. 
Nothing Ihort of fuch a courageous 
piety can prcferve a heart hackneyed 
in the world from relaxed diligence, 
or criminal defpalr. 

People in general are not aware of 
the mifchieF of judging of the right- 
nefs of any aftion by its profperity. 
or of the excellence of any inftitutittri^ 
by the abufe of it. We muft never 
proportion our exertions to our 
fticcefs, but to our duty. If every 
laudable undertaking were to be 
dropped becaufc it failed in fome 
eafesj or was abufed in others^ there 
I would 
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would not be left an Alms-Houfci^ 
a Charity-School, or an Hofpital in 
the land. And if every right prac- 
tice were to be difcontinued becaufe 
it had been found not to be fuccefs- 
ful in every inftance, this falfe rea- 
foning puftied to the extreme, might 
at lad be brought as an argument 
for fliutting up our churches^ and^ 
burning, our bibles. 

But if, on the one hand, there i^a- 
proud and arrogant difcretion which: 
ridicules, as Utopian and-romanticy 
every generous projeft of the aftive 
and the liberal y fo there is on the 

other,. 
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•other, a fort of popular bounty 
which arrogates to itfelf the exclu- 

-five name of feelings and rejefirs 
with difdain the influence of an 
•higher principle. I am far from 
intending to depreciate this humane 
and cxquifitcly tejider fcntiment> 
which the beneficent Authcr of our 
nature gave us, as a flimulus te 
remove the diftrefles of others, nn 
order to get rid of our own uneali'^ 
nefs. I would only obferve^ that 
-where not ftrengthened by fuperior 
motives, it is a cafual and precari- 
«ous inftrument of good, and ceafes td 
,. operate, except in the immediate pre- 

fcnce. 
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fence, and within the audible cry^of 
mifcry. This fore of feeling forgees 
that any calamity exifts which is out 
of its own fight; and though it 
would empty its purfc for fuch an: 
occaGonal objeA as roufes tranGent 
fcnfibility, yet it feldom makes any 
ftated provifion for miferies, which 
JU'c not the lefs real becauie they do 
not obtrude upon the light, 2s\d 
:&waken the tendernefs oX immediaco 
iympatfay. This is a mechanical 
chiarity, which ^requires fprings and 
wheels to (et it a goiogj wheisaa^ 
real Chriftiaa charity docs not wait 

to 
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to be afted upon by impreflions and 
impulfes. 

Another caufe which very much 
intimidates well-difpofcd people, is 
their terroTjj left the charadber of pie- 
ty fhould derogate from their repu' 
tatiou as menof fenfe* Every man of 
the world naturally arrogates to him** 
felf the fuperiority of underftaiKi- 
ing over every religious man. Ht^ 
therefore, who has been accuftomed 
to fet a high value on his intelle(5luiU 
powers, muft have made veryconH- 
derable advances in piety before he 
can acquire a magnanimous indif-^- 

ference 
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fercnce to this ufurped fuperioriij::; 

before he can fubmit to the parfimo- 

nious allotment of wit and learning, 

which is affigned hina by the fuperci- 

lious hand of Worldly wifdom. But 

this attack u^h his pride will be the 

beft touchftone of his fincerity. If 

his advances have not been fo confi- 

^vicrable, then, by an hypocrify of the 

kaft <:6Mliihon kind, he will be in- 

duftrious to appear lefs good than he 

.. V ,»^y t||L:i|ft the detcdtion of his 

, «^ BB-khii propenfities fliould draw on 

him the imputation of ordinary parts 

:*- . ^ili'Iow attainments. But the dan* 

^r is> that while-he is too feduloufly 

intent 



Manners of the Great. S i 

intent on maintaining his preten* 
fions as an ingenious mani his claims 
to piety fliould daily become weaker. 
That which is long ftpprefled is too 
frequently extinguilKed. For this 
reafon, principally, it fis to be re- 
gretted that religious converfacion 
fliould be ii} carefully banifhed from 
polite company. Were it othcci-^jji 
wife, young and baflifuL^^jly, in- 
ftead of being afraid to (hew its 
head, would be cultivafiR}^ jiierift^r 
ed, and encouraged. Fm* whQe>||i'' ^ 
are beings compounded of paflionas 
well as intellefl, the devotion of ti|||: 
generality is not fo purely fpiritual '^ 
G as 
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as nqt to ftgnd in need of cyery cif- 
tern^l apd collateral he]p. Firp 19 
too apt to be ex^inguilhed witho^jc 
the aid of fqch material f\iel a9 i$ 
poffefled of igneous particles. 

^^ Nothing, perhaps, more plainly 
difcovers the faint impreffion whic}) 
religion has really niade upon Qur 
hearts, th^li this difmclinatmPi QveQ 
of good people, to ferious coqvQrft- 
tion. Let me not be mifunderftqodj 
I do not mean the wrangle of de-- 
bate 5 I do not mean tjie gall of con- 
troverfy; I do not mean the fiery 

i§tn(^.Qipj^imnsyt\i2iR which. nothin& 

vcaa 
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can be lefs favourable to good na- 
ture, good manners, or good fo- 
ciety. But it were to be wifhed, 
that it was not thought ill-bred and 
indifcreet that the efcapes of the 
tongue fhould now and then betray 
the *' abundance of the heart:-' 
that when fuch fubjefts are cafiially" 
introduced, a difcouraging coldncfe 
did not Inftantly take plj*e of that 
Iprightly animation of countenance 
which made common topics intereft- 
ing. If thefe outward and vifiblc- 
figas were unequivocal, we ifhould 
form but moderate ideas of the in* 
ward and fpiri*»a! grace. It were to 
G 2 be 
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be wilhed, that fuch fubjefts were not 
thought dull merely bccaufe they arc 
good ; that they had the common 
chance of fair difculTion ; and that 
parts and learning wer^ not afliamed 
to exert themfelves on occafions 
where both might appear to fo 
much advantage. If the heart were 
jreally lAterefted^ could the a£fe£tions 
forbear nt>w and then to break out 
into language ? Artifts^ phyfician^i 
merchants, lawyers, and fcholars, 
keep up the fpirit of their profcffioaa 
by mutual intercourfe. New lights 
are flruck out, improvements are 
iuggcfted^ emulation is kindlec^i 

lovje 
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love of the objed is inflamed, mif- 
takes are rcftificd, and dcfire of ex* 
cellence is excited, by communica- 
tion. And is piety alone fo very 
cafy of acquifition, fo very natural 
to our corrupt hearts, or fo certainly 
progreffive of itfclf, as to require. 
none of the helps which a^e indif- 
penfable on all other fubjedb ? Tra- 
vellers, who are to vifit any particu- 
lar country, are full of carneft* in^ 
miiry, and diligent rcfcarchi they 
think nothing indifferent by which 
their future pleafure or advantage 
may be affcfted. Every hint which 
may procure them any information, 
G 3 tr 
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or caution them againft any danger, 
is thankfully received \ and all this, 
bccaufc they are really in iarnefi in 
their preparation for this journey \ 
and do fully believcy not only that 
there is fuch a country, but that 
they have a perfonal intereft in the 
good, or evil, which may be found 
ih it. 

A farther danger to good kind of 
people feems to arifcfrom a mif- 
taken idea, that only great and a<5lual 
fins arc to be guarded againft. 
Whereas, fins of omiflion nnake up, 
perhaps, the nioft formidable part of 

their 
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their catalogue of ofFences. Thefc 
generally fupply in numbef what 
they !Krant in weight, and arc the 
more dangerous for being little 
oftenftble. They continue to be 
repeated with lefs regret, becauft 
the rertiembrance of their pfcde* 
ceflbh does not, like the reniem- 
brarice of formal, aftual crimes, af- 
fiimc a body and a fhape, and terrify 
by the impreflion of particular fcenes 
and circumftances. While the me- 
mory of tranfadled evil haunts a 
tender confcience by perpetual ap- 
parition J omitted duty, having ho 
local Orpcrfbnal exiftence, not being 
G 4 recorded 
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recorded by (landing afh and deeds^ 
and having no di(lin£t image to 
which the nnind may recur, finks 
into quiet oblivion, without deepljr 
wounding the confciencc, or tor- 
menting the imagination. Thefc 
omilfions were,, perhaps, among the 
" fccret fins," from which the royal 
penitent fi> ear^eftly defired to be 
>cleil^«d :> and it is worthy of the 
moft fcriou&confideration, that thefe 
are the oiffcnces againft which the 
Gofpcl pronounces very alarming 
denunciations. It is not lefs againd 
negative than adual cvil> that aflFec-^ 
tionate exhortationi lively remon* 

firance^ 
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ftrance, and pointed parable, arc 
cxhaufted. It is againft the tree 
which-bore no fruit, the lannp which 
had NO oil, the unprofitable fervant 
>¥ho made no uie of his talent, that 
the feverc fentence is denounced s 
as well as againft r^rf(^/ fruit, had 
oil, and talents /// employed. Wo 
are led to believe, fro^ the fame 
kigh authority^ that fHnitted 4K!ie8^> 
and neglected opportunities, will 
furniih no inconfiderable portion of 
9ur future condemnation. ^ very 
awful part of the decifion, in tht 
great day of account, feems to be 
referved merely for' omil&ons and 
4 M&^ 



90 Sioughis on the 

negatives. Ye g&ve me no meat 5 ^ 
yc gave me no drink j ye tookitie 
NOT in; ye viflted me hot* Ort^ 
the punifliment attending pofitiv* 
crimes, as being more naturtlly ob^ 
yious, more logically confequenti 
it was not, perhaps, thought fo nt* 

ccffary to infift- 

■ •*♦ 

Anbther caufe, which ftill further 
impedes the reception of Rtsligiort- 
even among the wcll-di(]pbfed, isi 
that garment of fadnefs irt Which 
people delight td fuppofe hetdreflWi 
and that life of hard adfterity, Mid 
pining tbftineneei whiich they pre^ 

tend 
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tend fiie enjoins her difciplcs. And it 
were well if this were only the mif- 
reprefentatioQ of her dlfelarcd ene* 
mies I but> unhappily^ it is the too 
frequent mifconception of her inju^ 
dicioufr friends* But fuch an overr- 
charged piflure is not more unami-'^ 
able than it is unlike : for I wilt 
venture to affirnpi, that Religion^ wttk 
all her beautiful and becoming fancS 
tity, Impofcs fewer facrifices^ not 
Qnly of rational, but of plcafurable 
enjoyment, than the uncontrolled 
dominion of any one vice.; Her 
iervice is not only pcrfeft fafety,. 
but perfedt frcedcKiu She is^ not fo 
I tyran* 
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tyrannizing as Paffion, fo exaftin^ 
as the World, nor fo dcfpotic as 
Fafliion. Let us try the cafe by a 
parallel^ and exannine it, not as 
affefting our virtue, but our plca- 
fure. Does Religion forbid the 
cheerful enjoyments of life as ri- 
gorouity as^^ Avarice forbids them h 
Does fhe require fuch facrifices ot 
Cftir cafe as Ann bit ion ? or fuch re- 
nunciations of our quiet as* Pride ?i 
Does Devotion murder fieep like 
Diflipj^tion? Does (he dcftroy Health' 
like Intemperance ? Docs (he anni^ 
hilate Fortune like Gaming ? Does^ 
ihe imbittcr Life like Difcord j op 

. abridge 
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•abridge it like Duelling ? Docs Rcli- 
.gionimpofe more vigilance than Suf- 
.picion ? orhalf as many nnortifications 
.as Vanity? Vice has her martyrs^ 
and the moft auftere and felf- denying 
Afcctic (who miftakcs the genius of 
Chriftianity almoft as much as her 
enemies) never tormented himfelf 
with fuch cruel and caulclefs feve- 
^ity as that Yiixh which EnvyJapo- 
rates her unhappy votaries. World- 
ly honour obliges us to be at the 
trouble of refentiog injuries; but 
Religion fpares us that incon>reiiience 
fey commanding usfto forgive them.; 
and by this injuadlion coofults our 

.haj> 
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happinefs no lefs than our virtue^ 
for the torment of conftantly hatiqg 
any one mu ft be, at leaft, equal to 
the fin of it.— If this eftimate be 
fairly made, then is the balance 
" 4clearly on the fide of Religion even 
^ ia the article of pleafurc. 

^ ■ V 

;-it.:i8 an infirmity not uncommon 



ta^&Qd tind of people, to comfort 
thenafelVfs that they live in the exer- 
ciieof fome one hatyral good quality, 
and to makie a religious merit of a 
^onftitutional happinefs. They have 
alio a ftrong propenfity to leparati 
vhat God has joincfd ; belief ai^ 

prac- 
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^praftice; the crepd and the t,o\x\r 
mandments ; aiSiiifna and motives; 
nDoral duty and religiqy^ obedience. 
Whereas, you will hardly find, in 
all the New Tcftament, a moral, or 
a fbcial^ virtue, that is not hedged in 
by feme religious injunftion : fcarce- 
ly a good action enjoined tow^s 
others^ but it is connected wrthTome 

-exhortation to perfonal purity^ ,4^} 
the charities of benevolence j^> la 
general, fp agreeable to the natural 
noake of the heart, that it is a very 
tender mercy of God to have made 

'that a d^ty, which, to finer fpirits, 

.^oujid have been urefiftibleas an 

'in- 
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inclination; andiitannex the highefl: 
foture reward tolpiegrcateft prcfe»t 
pleafure. But in order to give a 
religious fenftion to a fecial virtue, 
the duty of vifiting the fatherless 
and widow in their afHi£tion> is in- 
feparably attached to the difficult 
and felf-denying injiinftion of keep- 
ing Ourfelves unfpotted from the 
woilfiU This adjunct is the more 
needful, as many are apt to make a 
kind of moral commutation, and. 
to allow themfelvcs fo much pleafure 
in exchange for fo much charity. 
But one ^€od quality can never 
likand proxjr for another. The Ghrif- 

tian 
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tiati virtues derive W 

fronn aflbciation : they have fuch a 

spirit of fociety, that they are weak 

^^d imperfeft when folitary : their 

''^diance is brightened by commu- 

'^ication, and their natural (Irength 

'Multiplied by their alliance with 

^ach other* 

It cannot be denied that good fort 
of people fometimes ufe religion as 
the voluptuous ufe phyfic. As the 
latter employ medicine to make 
health agree with luxury, the former 
confider religion as a medium to 
reconcile peace of confciencc with a 
H life 
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life of pleafur?. But no moral che- 
miftry can blend natural contradic- 
tions ; the world will ftill be upper- 
moft, and religion will difdain to 
coalcfce with its antipathy. 

Let me not be fufpeded of in- 
tending to infinuate that religion.cn- 
coui's^cs men to fly from fociety, 
and hide themfelves in folitudes : to 
renounce the generous and impor- 
tant duties of aftive life, for the 
vifionary, cold, and fruitlefs virtues 
of an Hermitage, or a Cloyfter. 
No: the mifchief arifes not from 

our Kving in the world, but from the 

.world 
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world living in us^, occupying our 
hearts, and monopolizing our afrcc- 
tions. Aflion is the life of virtue, 
and the world is the nobkft theatre 
of aftion. Perhaps fome of the 
moft perfeft patterns of human con- 
duft may be found in the moft pub- 
lic ftations, and among the bufieft 
orders of mankind, Ic is, irfBecd, a 
fcene of trial, but the glory of the 
triumph is proportioned to the peril 
of the conflift. A fenfe of danger 
quickens circumfpeftion, and makes 
virtue more vigilant. Lot maintain- 
ed his integrity in a great city, pro- 
H 2 vcr- 
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verbially wicked, and forfeited it in 
the bofom of retirement. 



It has been faid that worldly good 
fort of people are a greater credit 
to their profefilon, by exhibiting 
more chcerfulnefs, gaiety, and hap- 
pinefs, than are vifible in ftrious 
Chriftians. If this aflertion be true, 
^hich I vtx^ much fufpefb, is it not 
probable that the apparent eafe and 
gaiety of the former may be derived 
from the fame fource of confolation 
which Mrs. Quickly recommends 
to Falftafl> in Shakefpeare's adnoi- 
rable picture of the death- bed fcenc 
^- ''■'■ .of 
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of that witty profligate ? " He 
^* wifhed for comfort, quoth mine 
" hoftefs, and began to talk of God^ 
** now I, to comfort him, begged 
** him he fhould not think of God : 
*' it was time enough to trouble 
*' himfelf with thefe thinj^s." Do 
not many deceive themfelves by 
drawing water from thefe dry wells 
of comfort? and patch up a pre- 
carious and imperfedt happinels ?h 
this world, by diverting their atten- 
tion from the concerns of the next ? 

Another obftruftion to the growth 

of piety, is that unhappy^ prejudice 

H 3 •^;''. .. which 
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which even good kind of people too 
often entertain againft: thofe who 
differ from them in opinion. Every 
man who is fincerely in carneft to 
advance the interefts of religion, 
will have acquired fuch a degree of 
candour as to become indifferent 
by whom good is done, or who has 
the reputation of doing it, provided 
it be^aftually done. He v/ill be 
anxious to increafe the flock of hu- 
man virtue, and of human happi- 
nefs, by every poffible means. He 
will whet and fharpen every inflru- 
ment of goodnefs, though it be not 
cafl in his own mould, or falhioned 

after 






Manners of the Great. 103 

^fter his own pattern. He will ne- 

^^^ conGder whether the form fuics 

^^■^ own particular tafte, but whe- 

^'^^r the inftrument itfelf be calcu- 

'^ted to ^ccomplifli the work of his 

'Rafter. It is a teft by which he 

^ill be able to judge of his own 

-^nccrity, if the delight he feels at 

bearing of a meritorious aclion fuf- 

^ers no abatement, becaufe it* was 

3)erformed by one who differs from 

him in his religious, or even his 

political fcntiments. 

I fliall conclude thefe loofc and 

immethodical hints with a general 

H 4 addrcfs 
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addrefs to thofe who content them- 
fclves with a de^ntproTcffionof the 

doftrines, infteWof a.dtJigent dif- 

' ''"Ji' 
charge of the duties of Cnriftianity, 

Eelieve and forgive me : You are 

the people who lower religion in the 

ipyes of its enemies. The openly 

prophanc*, the avowed enemies to 

God and goodnefs, confirm the 

truths' they mean to oppofe, illuf- 

trate the docflrines they deny, and 

^In the lad days fliall come fcoffers walk- 
ing after tbeir own lulls, &c. &c. 2 Peter, 
chap. Hi. ver. 3. with a multitude of other 
texts to the £ame purpofe. 

accomplifh 
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accotfi|)li{h the prediftions they dif- 
belkvc. :Bot yoifc like an inade- 
quate /iiMfeithlCTrprop, overturn 
the edifice which you pretend to 

fupport. When an acute and 

keen-eyed infidel meafures your lives 
with the rule by which you pfofefs 
to walk ; he finds fo little analogy 
between them, the copy is fo unlike 
the pattern, that this inconfiftency 
of yours is the pafs through which 
his niofl: dangerous attack is made. 
And I mud confefs, that, of all^c 
arguments, which the malignant in- 
duftry of infidelity has been able to 
mufter, the condud of profeffing 

Chriftians 
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Ghriftians feems to me to be the 
only one which is really capable of 
ftaggering a nFian of fenfe--* — He 
hears of a fpiritual ancj fflf-dcnying 
religion; he reads the beatitudes 5. 
%c obferves that the grand artil- 
lery of the. Gofpel is planted againft 
pride. He then turns to the tran- 
fcripc of this perfeft original; the 
lives whith pretend to be fafhiontd 
by it. There he fees with triumph- 
ant derifion, that pride, felf-love, 
OTRTuffieiency, unbounded pcrfonal 
expence, and an inordinate appetite 
for pleafure, are reputable vices in 
the eyes of many of thofe who ac* 

knowledge 
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knowledge the truth of the Chriftian 
doftrines. He weighs that meek- . 
nefs to which a blefling is promifcd, 
with that vrogance which is tod 
common to be very dilhonourable. 
He compares that non-conformity to 
the world which the Bible makes 
the criterion of a believer, with that 
rage for amufement which "^s not 
confidered as difreputable in it Chrif- 
tian. He oppofes the fclf-denying ' 
and lowly charafter of the Author 
ef our faith with the fenfual prJ^' 
tices of his followers. He finds 
little refcmblanLce between the rc-^ 
ftraints prefcribed, and the gratifica- 
I ' tions 
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tions indulged in. What conclDfion^ 
muft a fpecuktive reafoning fceptic 
draw from fuch premifes ? Is it any^ 
wonder 'that fuch phrafes as a broken 
fpirit, a contrite heart, poverty of 
fpirit, refraining the foul, keeping 
it low, and calling down high ima* 
ginations, fhould be to the unbe-- 
liever ^* fooli(hncfs," when fuch 
. humilfating doftrines are a '^ ftum- 

^^^ bling^block** to profeffing Chrif- 
tians, who cannot always cordially 

5:elifli a religion which profeffedly 
tells them it was fent to (lain the 
pride of human glory, and to exclude 
boafting? 

, But 
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But though the paflive and fclf- 
-•denying virtues are not high in the 
efteem of mere good fort of people, 
yet they are peculiarly the evan- 
gelical virtues. The world extols 
brilliant aftions; theGofpel enjoins 
good habits and right motives : it 
feldom inculcates thofe ^fplendid 
deeds which make heroes, Q.r thofe 
founding fentenccs which conftitutft , 
philofophers : but it enjoins the 
harder tafk of renouncing fclf, d^. 
Jiving uncorrupted in the world, of 
fubduing befetting fins, and of not 
thinking of ourfelves more highly 
than we ought. The acquifition of 

glory 
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glory was the precept of other reli- 
gions, the contempt of it is the per- 
fcdlion of Chriftianitju 

Let us then be confiftent, and we 
,Ihall never bie contemptible, even in 
the eyes of our enemies. Let not 
the unbeliever fay that we have one 
fet of qpinions for our theory, and 
another for our praftice j that to the 
Vulgar 



I 



e fliew the rough and thorny way to 
heav*n. 

While we the primrofe path of dalliance 
tread. 

It would become our charafters 
as men of fcnfe, of which confift- 

cncy 
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ency is a moft unequivocal proof, 
to choofc fome rule and abide by ic« 
An extempore Chriftian is a ridi- 
culous charaftcr."^ Fixed principles 
will be followed by a confident courfe 
ofafcionj while indecifion of fpirit 
will produce inftability of condudt. 
If there be a model which we pro- 
fefs to admire, let us f^uarc our 
lives by it. If the Koran %f N^a-* 
hornet, or the Revelations of Zoro- 
after, be a perfeft guide, le|* 
follow one of them. If either Ife; 
curus, Zeno, or Confucius, be the 
peculiar objedt of our veneration 
and refpedt, . let us fafhion our con- 

duft 
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diift by tie diftates of their philo- 
fophy ; and then, though wc may be 
wrong, we ihall rfot be abfurd. But 
if the Bible be in truth' the word of 
God, as we profefs to believe, wc 
need look no farther for a confunn- 
mate pattern. Let us then make it 
^ the rule of our praftice here, if it is 
indeed ta'*be the rule of our judg- 
ment hereaftw. 

But I am willing to flatter myfelf 
CatVhe moral and intclleftual fcene 
about us begins to brighten. I in- 
dulge myfelf in moments of the 
moft enthufiaftic and delightful vi- 
fion; taking encouragement from 

that 



« 
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that glorious prophecy, tbtt " of the 
^* increafe of his govei^ment there 
** Ihall lie no ci^fc^ .A prediction 
which feems |o birgradually accom- 
plilhing J and in no inftancc more, 
perhaps, than in the noble attempt 
about to be made for the abolition 
of the African flave-trade. For 
what event can human wifijom fore* ^ 
fee more likely to contribute to > 
« give the Son the Ijrathen for his "^ 
^inheritance, and the utteroMllL 
^* parts of the earth for his polfcfir 
^« fioni** than the fucccfs of fuch an 
cnterprize, which will reftore the 
Juflre of the Chriftian name, too 
I long 
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long (uWdd urith opprdHon^ cruelt/ 
and injtjiliGe ? 

. A good fpiritfeems to beat work. 
A catholic tanp&r^is diffufing itfeU* 
among all ie6i% and parties : an en- 
l^htened candour^ arnd a liberal to^ 
Icration, w«re«€v%r naore prevalent.^ 
good n^en combat each other's e|>i- 
uions with lel^ rancour^ and i^etter 
^^iin6ers» Wic have many public 
Mco»ragement« ; we have a pioua 
iL(ig!t a wife and virtuous tDinifter; 
many refpeffcable, and not a few 
fcrious clergy. (M^y their number 

datly 
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daily increafe !) Among thefc fpmc 
of the firft in dignity ar^the firfl: in 
conduft. An increaCng defire to 
inftrud the poor, to !nforni the ig- 
norant, and to reclaim the vicious, 
is fpreading among iis. The late 
Royal Proclamation affords an ho- 
nourable fanftion to virtuous endea- 
vours, and lends nerves and finews 
to the otherwife feeble exertions of 
individuals, by enforcing laws #ifel^ 
planned, but hitherto feebly exfc 
cuted. In fhort, there i9 a^qpi 
hope that we fliall more and more 
become that happy people who have 
the Lord for their God: that as 
I 2 pro- 
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prolpcrity^ is already within our 
ivalls, peace and j^rtue may abide 
in our dwellings^^ 

Sut vain will be all endeavours 

^(tcr partial and Juhordinate annend- 

nnent. Reformation muft begin 

with the GreaTj or it will never ht 

effcdual. \thiir example is the 

fountain from whence the vulgar 

dr^w their habits^ adionSj and cha« 

pfters. T# expeift to reform the 

pc>or while ihc opulent are corrupt, 

is to throw odours into the ilream 

while the fprings are poifoned« 

£ven the excellent inftitution of 

3undajr 
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Sunday fchools for training religious 
ftrvants, will avail but Iktle, i^ as 
iboQ as the peilbns there educated 
come into the families of the greats 
they behold pr^dices diametrically 
oppofite to the inftnidions they have 
been imbibing. If they fall into 
the houfcs of the profligate, they 
will hear the doftrines, " which they 
have been taught to Florence,, de- 
rided 5 if into mere worldly fami- 
lies, they will (ee them negle£)^^ ; 
and to the eflen$i9d. principle. of vii|fl 
Chriftianity, oblivion is fcarcely lelV 
iatal than contempt. 

13 k; 
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I/, diertftfrc, the rich and great 
will ndtj /r6f)(i a fiberal fpirit of 
doing rightj.>bfi!$i'ii from tlkofe of- 
fences^ for wl^h the poor are to 
foffcf fines and irripill&iinfients, effec- 
tual good camiot be done. It will 
fignify littk t6 fay penalties oh the 
horfes of the drover, or oti the wag*- 
goft of the hufbandrhan, while the 
chariot wheels of the great roll with 
inceAaiM^ nfiotion : and the ftcred 
Qiff on which the fons of induftry are 
Ammanded b]r\,royal proclamation 
to dcfift from tMvtlling, is for that 
very rcafon fcleftcd for the journeyi 
of the great, and preferred> becaufe 

the 
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the road is encumbered with fewer 
interruptions. But will i^not ftrikc 
every well-aieaning Sunday traveller 
with a generous remorfe> when he 
refledls that he owts the accommo- 
dation of an unobftrufted road to 
the very obedience which is paid by 
others to that divine and human 
law which he is in thc^ very a6t of 
violating ? 

Will not thecommon people thiitk 
it a little inequitabte^that ^hev aW 
abridgedof chediverfionsof the pub^ 
lic-houfe and the gaming-yard on 
Sunday evening, when they (hall hear 
I 4 that 
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that many houfes of the firft nobility. 
are on that evening crowded with 
company^ and inch vnufements carr 
ried on as are prohibited by human 
laws even, on con^afT6n days? As 
imitation^ and a defire of being in. 
the fafliion, govern the lower, orders 
of mankind, it is to be feared that- 
they will not think reformation re- 
putable, ^vttle they fee it ncomr 
mended oiily, and not fraEtifed^ by. 
iheir betters. A precept counter- 
\Qit^ by M dcample, is worfe than 
D'kritldftj'' it is ridiculous : and the 
common people will be tempted to 
jGet an inferior value on goodnefs, 

when 
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when they find it is only qcpeftcd 
from the lower ranks. They can- 
not furely but fmile at the difm- 
tereftednefs of their fupcriors, who, 
while they fceiu anxibijfly concerned 
to fave others, are fo little folicitous 
about their own ftate. The ambi- 
tious vulgar will hardly relifh a fal- 
vation which is only intended for 
plebeians i nor will thl|| be apt to 
entertain very exalted aotions of 
that promifed future reward,. ^th« 
road to which they, gcrc^jye theicjt. 
betters are fo much re^iju 1^m0^ 
to point out to tbm, than to walk ia 
themfelvcs* 

It 
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It was ncSy inflidting. pains and 
penaltiea thdBCbrillianity Hrfl: made 
its way idto^4he world: the divine 
truths it inculcated received irrcfift- 
ible confirmation from the Lives, . 
Practices, and Examples of its 
venerable profeffors* Thefe were 
arguments which no popular preju- 
dice could rcfift, no Jcwilh logic 
refute, and no Pagan pcrfecution 
difcredit* Had the primitive Chrif- 
Mmi only praifed and promulgated 
^'the moft perfeft religion the world 
tVti faw, it could have produced 
but very flender efFefts on the faith 
and manners of the people, if the 

jealous 
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jealous and inquifitivd^pb of ifaalice 
could have detedted fpt the Doc- 
trines they recommeifie^ had not 
been ilh^ftraifed b]i: ttie Livu thef 
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POSTSCRIPT 
TO THE SECOND EDITION.. 

r. 

THEpubUc favour having al^ 
readjr brought this little Eflay 
to another edition^ the author has. 
been fedulous to difcover any par- 
ticular objedHons that have beem 
made to it. Since the preceding 
Iheets were printed off, it has been 
fuggefte^ by fome very rclpeftablc 
perfon^ who have honoured this 
flight performance with their notice,, 
that it inculcates a too rigid aufterity, 
and carries the point of obferving Sun- 
day nuich too far;, tha! it takes away 

all. 
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:all the ufual occupations of the day, 
"without fubftituting any others in 
their ftead ; and that it only pulls 
down a wrong fyftem, tntJiout fb 
much as attempting to f)uild up a 
right one. The author begs leave 
to obfcrve, in his own defence, that 
in animadverting on error, he pur- 
pofely avoided infilling on obvious 
duty. To tell people what they ail- 
ready know to be -right, was Icfs the 
intention of this addrefs, than% ob- 
ferve upon praftices which long ha- 
bit had prevented them from ptt*-^ 
-c-eiving to be wrong. Senfible and 
twell-meaning perfons can hardly be 
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ata Jq6 en a fubjeft which has cx- 

hauftcd prcciC5)t aod wearipd exhort- 

atiorL To hay.c expatiated on it, 

would only Jiav.c b^cn j:o repeat what 

is already kaoM^ji aad ^acknowledged 

to he right, even by.tbofe whom the 

hurry of en^genfieats will not allow 

to take breath one day in a week^ that 

they may run tjie race .of plcafure 

with more alacrity on the other fix, 

•But probably it is not the duties, 

. but the anrjufqments appropriated to 

' the day about which the inquiry is 

* made. It will, .perhaps^ Jbjc fp.uad, 

that the intervals of a Sunday rogu- 

Jarly devoted to all its reafgn able 

and 
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and obvious duties^ are not. likely 
to be fo very tedious^ but that they 
might be eafily and pleafantly filled 
up by cheerful, innocent, and io- 
(Iruftive converfation. Human de- 
ligJbts would be very drcumfcribed 
indeed, if the praftices here noticed 
as erroneous, included the whole 
circle of enjoyment. Are the plea- 
fures of retirement, the pleafures of 
friendfhip, the pleafures of intelleft, 
and the" pleafures of beneficence, ♦ td 
be eiliraatcd as nothing ? 

There will not be.found, perhaps 
A fingle peribn wlio iliall Jionour 

thefc 
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thele pages with a perufal, who has 
not been repeatedly told, with an 
air of impofing gravity, by thofe 
who produce .cards on a Sunday 
evenings that it ishtter to flay than 
to talk fcandaL Before this pithy 
axiom was invented, it was not per- 
haps fufpcfted that Sunday gaming 
would ever be adduced as an argu- 
ment in favour of morals. With- 
;OUt entering into the comparative 
excellence of thefe two occupations, 
or prefuming to determine which 
lias a claim to preeminence of piety, 
one may venture to be thankful that 
thefe alternatives do not ieem to 

empty 
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empty the whole ftock of human 
refource. 



People in the, gay and elegant 
fcenes of life are perpetually com- 
plaining that an extenfive acquaint" 
ance, and the neceflity of being con- 
ftantly engaged in large circles and 
mixed affemblies, leave them little 
leifure for family enjoyment, feledt 
converfation, and dom^ftic deligbti* 
Others^ with no lefs earneftnefs, la- * 
ment that the hurry of public fta- " 
tions, and the neceffary demands of 
a&ive life, allow them no time for any 
but frivolous reading. Now the-re- 
Iv currence 
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currcncc of one Sunday in every week 

feems to hold out an inviting renne- 

dy for both thefc evils. The fweet 

and delightfur-^l^afures of family 

fociery might then be uninterruptedly 

enjoyed, by the habitual exclufion of 

trifling and idle vifitors, who do not 

come to fee their friends, but to get 

rid of themfclves. Perfons of faftiion, 

living in the fame houfe, and con- 

jieftcd by the clofeft ties, whom 

bufinefs and pleafure keep afund^ 

. during the greateft part of the week, 

would then have an opportunity of 

fpending a little time together, and 

•of cultivating , that fricndfhip . for 

J each 
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each ether, and that afFe<9:ion for 
their children, to which the prefent 
manners are not very favourable. 
To the other fet W coniplainers, 
thofe who can find no time to read, 
this interval naturally prefents it- 
felf; and it luckily Ifeppens, that 
fome of the mod enlightened men 
the world ever faw have, not un- 
frequently, devoted their rare talents 
to fubjeds peculiarly fuited to this 
day ; and that not merely in the di- 
da&ic form of fermons, which mea^ji, 
of the world affedt to difdairi; 
but in every alluring (hape which. 4 
human ingenuity could afiume. It 
K 2 luckily 
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hickily happens, among a thoufand 
other inftances, tftfit- the dcepeft 
mctaphyfician *, the grcatcft aftro- 
nomer, the fublinicft poet, the acu- 
tcft reafoncr, the politeft writer, the 
moft confunimate philofopher, and 
the profound^ft inveftigator of na- 
ture, ^vhich this, or perhaps any 
country has produced, have all writ- 
ten on fuch fubjeds as are ana- 
logous to the bufinefs of this day. 
Such authors as thefc, even wits, 
philofophers, and men of the world, 

* Locke, Newton, Milton, Butler, Addifon, 
Bacon, Boyle. 

muft 
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tnufl; acknowledge that it is not bi- 
gotry to read, riW" enthufiafm t^ 
commend. Of this illuftrious groupc 
only one was a clergyman, which to a 
certain clafs of readers will be a 
ftroflg recommendation: though it is 
a little hard that the faftidioufncfs of 
modern tafte (hould undervalue the 
learned and pious labours of divines, 
only becaufe they are profeJjionaL 
In tvtry other fundtion, a man's 
compofitions are not the Icfs efteem- 
ed becaufe they peculiarly belong 
to his more immediate bufinefs.. 
Blackftone's opinions in jurifpru- 
.iience are of unqueftionable vali- 
dity. 



•** 
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e4las at 
Sydenham is flill ti^fulced Ik ora* 






cular in fevc^, in fpite of his hav- 
ing been a phyfician ; and the Com- 
mentaries of Csfar are of eftablilhed 
authority in military operations^ not- 
withllanding he was a foldier. 
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